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The identifying of relevant informtion and its srganization imto
usable form is probably the first "housekeeping® problen in any intelligence
fie1d, Wnile this prablem in Soviet economic intelligence is intensified
by the varisty of contexts in which bits of information cceur, the wide
separation of thess bits in tims and place, and their very number, it is
alsc tyue that the peculiar complexity and interrelationship of sconomis
xm‘mfarmple, the series of ceal to iron ore to stesl Lo guns w-
offar hope foxr froitivd aﬁl\zﬁm of thie priority problem.

A modern stoncmy camnot function without peeling off fragments
of evidenoe of a most positive, comorete nature, which, regurdless of
the precautions talen by the operstors of that economy, cannot fail o
give, if only the Iragments can be 1dentified and arrsnged, an acourale
ploture of the cooney’ in operation, The diffieuliy 1ies in findin: all
the fragwnta, and, even more, in patting them together in proper srogs-
mm fam 80 a8 Lo sumon wp the oripinal context of activity and
agscamt it.:sx' the =missing gaps.

The American gift for mechanization in licking its problems of
organization has been woefully lasking in efforts to tackle the crucial
problems of intalligence on a sufficlent scale, Koonamic-intelligance
processors are not in a position to lay out their precise requiremsnts
for £isld collection when they cannot appraise the information already
sxisting in US Govesmment £iles ard other repositories. This body of
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information exists In tens of milldons of docwsonts, clasaifiod and une
classifisd, Mgnifmw large voluwass of Lools on the Covied econagy,
in the original Russima, remsin wesploiled and wwelersnceable; ailllions
of reports reflacting sconmis evidence in clasnifisd materdal within

the intelligenoe capmnity are not readily scvessitle, ihe pregent lack
o fasilities for "ospturing® these materials means that it 1s dpossivle
te Welng together in focus all the elewents bearing on ay single proe
blem, to say nothing of the Soviet egonayy as a whole,

GRR and the sconaxic intelligence comsunliy as & whole need much
broader support frve "housekeeping® faciliiles, American organizational
genius must be specifically directed toward fimal location, abstracting,
sataloguing, cross-refsyoncing, and generally making availalle the vast
asount of existing information on the esonomy of the Soviet area, 7hile
something is beling dong now, those responsible need greater administysiive
opport and an eglarged charier 40 they are to procesd jroperly.
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